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Letter from Abeka
DEAR FRIENDS,

 Do you remember your first year in Christian 

education? I do. Actually, my memories of that year 

are clearer than my memories of last year!

 My first year began with a 2,000-mile drive from 

the top of Maine to the panhandle of Florida…

 Straight into a hurricane! Very scary and not the 

 best example of southern hospitality.

 I discovered I would be teaching sixth grade. 

 I was expecting high school English. 

 Without a classroom. The new wing of our 

 elementary building was not quite finished. 

 Just a damp box of books with a huge cockroach. 

 Roaches and 99% humidity seemed as bad as 

 hurricanes to this New Englander.

 I began to think that maybe God was not in this. 

By the end of my first few days in Florida, I was 

determined to fulfill my contract, but afterwards, to 

travel on.

 That was 46 years ago. And here I am!

 What made the difference? What helped turn my 

first days filled with anxiety into 46 years filled with 

blessing? God and fellow colleagues. 

 God knew my most immediate need was an attitude 

adjustment. It came while listening to Mrs. Beka Horton 

demonstrate how to teach our first Bible lesson. By the 

end of her lesson, I was in tears. I told God that if He 

would please help me teach as she did, I would happily 

learn to deal with the roaches and humidity. 

 Help also came from my colleagues. My team 

teacher could see how daunting an empty bulletin 

board looked to me. “Let’s use one of mine from last 

year,” she said. This teacher came along beside me to 

share everything she knew about teaching sixth grade. 

On the first day of class, another teacher cheerfully 

asked how I was doing. I mumbled something about 

my trepidation. “You’ll be fine,” she said. “Once you see 

your ministry with the children, you’ll love teaching.” 

She was right.

 Is your story similar—at least the part about 

needing help? I know the difference that a helping 

hand, an encouraging word, and a fresh look at 

eternity can make. It would be answer to my prayer if 

this new first, Abekamazing, serves you in that way. 

Phyllis Rand
Editor

amazingschool@abeka.com

Dr. Phyllis Rand’s over 40 years of service in Christian 

education has ranged from being a sixth grade teacher to 

graduate and post-graduate faculty, and from elementary 

administrator to Chair of Education for Pensacola Christian 

College in Pensacola, FL. She has also written language arts 

textbooks and developed curriculum for Abeka.

mailto:amazingschool%40abeka.com?subject=
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MUSICAL CHAIRS, REVIEW STYLE

 Children of all ages enjoy the competitive fun of 

musical chairs. But, instead of placing chairs back to 

back at the front of the room, substitute flashcards. 

 Invite some students to the front of the room to play. 

Have them stand behind the flashcards that have 

been placed in a circle on the floor. (As with musical 

chairs, there should be one fewer flashcard than the 

number of children participating.) Play music or ask the rest of your 

class to sing a song. 

 As the music begins, the players circle the cards. When you stop 

the music, each student finds a card to stand behind. (One will be left 

out.) Then ask a question or make a statement. The student with the 

corresponding answer/fact/term on the flashcard holds up the card 

and responds. 

 If he’s right, he stays in the game and the flashcard is collected. 

The student left without a card returns to his seat. If the answer is 

wrong, the flashcard is placed on the floor again, the student returns 

to his seat, and the student who was originally left without a card 

stays in the game. Repeat until no flashcards remain. Keep this review 

moving quickly.

PERSONALLY SPEAKING ABOUT REVIEW  After lunch and after recess are two times when students return to the classroom a bit sluggish. Perhaps, in their minds, the “fun” is over. But, when I’d surprise them with “tuck in your chairs and stand” 
instead of “take out your book,” they knew something 
fun was about to happen.  The key to success is how you, Teacher, build it up. 
By your voice, your energy level, and your enthusiasm, 
students will take note and respond in kind. It’s true not all of my students could handle participating in this activity. After an appropriate warning about a poor 

attitude or a lack of participation, they had to write out the review in a format that was age-appropriate. 
 Musical Chairs, Review Style can involve as many students as your classroom allows. And you’ll know it’s 
a hit when your students ask to play it the next day!

Welcome to the teacher’s 

workroom, where veteran 

Christian schoolteacher and 

popular Abeka presenter, 

Kim (Wieler) Smith, shares 

ideas you can use to make 

your classroom amazing.

 Children love to be in motion. 

What better way to keep children 

interested in class time, especially 

review time, than to have them 

move? Body movement increases 

retention by keeping the brain 

engaged. Children become more 

focused and more interested in the 

task at hand. So, here’s a fun way to 

promote an atmosphere of greater 

retention during class reviews.

KIM WIELER SMITH



Preschool/Kindergarten
• Ask for the number that comes 

 before or after.

• Ask for the sound of a letter or  

 a word with the given sound.

• Identify a blend, name a word,  

 and put the word in a sentence.

Lower Elementary
• Write current spelling words 

 incorrectly on cards, and ask 

 students to correctly spell them.

• Show a math combination 

 flashcard. Ask students to solve 

 math combination, or give the 

 missing number.

• For language concepts, make 

 word cards so students can give 

 opposites, rhyming words, 

 contractions, word usage, 

 or punctuation.

Upper Elementary
• For science, history, or health, 

 review names of people, places, 

 dates, and inventions.

• For arithmetic or mathematics, 

 review equations or missing facts. 

 Create a story problem, or change 

 fractions to decimals.  

• For literature, identify setting, 

 main characters, climax, summary, 

 application, etc.

• For language, review parts of 

 speech, types of sentences, steps 

 for writing a good paragraph, order 

 of a friendly letter, etc.

How to use MUSICAL CHAIRS, REVIEW STYLE IN ANY GAME AND WITH VARIOUS CARDS

You can find more ideas like this on our Facebook page 

(facebook.com/AbekaChristianSchool), but we want 

to hear from you! What’s working? What keeps kids hungry 

to learn? SHARE YOUR INSIGHTS by sending an email to 

amazingschool@abeka.com with the subject line: WORKROOM.

Known for:

43ACapital: Austin

Geographic highlights:

Abbreviations: Tex., TX
Admission Date: 1845
Order of Admission: 28
Motto: “Friendship”

Texas
The Lone Star State

•	Texas	Longhorns
•	ten-gallon	hats
•	Big	Bend	National	Park
•	chili
•	The	King	Ranch
•	cowboys

•	John	F.	Kennedy’s	
assassination	in	1963

•	Lyndon	B.	Johnson	
Space	Center

•	Mexican	heritage
•	barbecues

•	Presidents:
Dwight	D. 

Eisenhower	(34th)
Lyndon	B. 

Johnson	(36th)

Texas	is	the	home	of	the	Alamo,	where	Davy	Crockett	and	
other	frontier	heroes	fought	for	Texan	independence	

from	Mexico.		Second	only	to	Alaska	in	size,	Texas	is	
a	vast	land	of	rugged	plateaus	and	windswept	plains.		
Fertile	lowlands	along	the	Gulf	Coast	and	the	lower	
Rio	Grande	support	forests	and	crops.		The	northern	
prairies	contain	some	of	the	best	farmland	in	the	state.		
Irrigation	canals	carry	water	from	the	Pecos	River	
and	the	Rio	Grande	to	create	rich	farmland	in	the	dry	
plateaus.		Texas	has	more	farms	than	any	other	state	
and	ranks	first	in	the	production	of	beef,	cotton,	and	
wool.		Millions	of	cattle	and	sheep	roam	the	western	
plains.		The	state’s	most	valuable	mineral	is	oil.		Texas	
produces	about	one	third	of	the	nation’s	oil	and	refines	
more	oil	than	any	other	state.

Tree: Pecan

Flower: 
Bluebonnet

Bird: Mockingbird

Largest City:
•	Houston

Other Cities:
	Austin

•	San	Antonio
•	Dallas
•	El	Paso
•	Fort	Worth
•	Corpus	Christi

Major Rivers:
•	Rio	Grande
•	Red	
•	Brazos
•	Pecos

Major Lake:
•	Toledo	Bend	Reservoir	

(man-made)

Major Mountains:
•	Santiago
•	Guadalupe part	of	the 

Rocky	
Mountains
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NIFTY FIFTY STATE AND CAPITAL 
FLASHCARDS 
100 cards  (9” x 12”) #157651 $32.00
For more information see abeka.com.

ARITHMETIC FLASHCARDS 
1–18 families (3” x 8.5”)
Addition #151408 $15.75
Subtraction #151416 $15.75
For more information see abeka.com.

 You’ll know 
it’s a hit when 

STUDENTS ASK 

to play it the 
next day!

mailto:amazingschool%40abeka.com?subject=
http://abeka.com
http://abeka.com
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GOD’S WORK 

Madeline Hayes, the founding 

principal, earned a master’s in 

education from PCC. Her husband, 

Brian, the administrator, had been 

a successful businessman on Bay 

Street—Canada’s Wall Street—

before being called to full-time 

Christian education ministry. 

Richmond Hill Christian School 

began with just one student.

 Because of the importance of 

God’s Word to the Hayeses, helping 

children know Christ and making 

Him known was the primary goal 

of the Academy (the school was 

renamed Richmond Hill Christian 

Academy in 2004). For 20 years, 

God has enabled the Academy 

to achieve that purpose, using 

academic excellence as the means. 

We often see children come to 

know Christ and, in turn, lead their 

parents to the Lord.

DONE GOD’S WAY 

In Toronto, Christian schools 

typically use the Ontario provincial 

curriculum with Christian 

enhancements added. However, 

no secular curriculum perfectly 

aligns with God’s Word. The 

Hayeses believed that using such 

a curriculum would compromise 

the students’ spiritual moorings. 

Every aspect of the Academy—the 

philosophy, the material taught, 

and how it was taught—needed to 

be in line with Biblical principles. 

Abeka matched that philosophy 

and became the foundation for our 

day-to-day operations. 

 We learned that to do God’s 

work in God’s way, administration, 

teachers, and curriculum must 

operate from the same philosophy 

and methodology. Unfortunately, 

there are few Bible-believing, Bible-

teaching universities in Canada. 

Many born-again teachers received 

their training from secular, post-

secondary institutions. To retrain 

them, the Academy sends many to 

PCC’s Summer Seminar each year. 

We also utilize resources available 

from Abeka. 

WILL NEVER LACK GOD’S SUPPLY

Convincing teachers and parents 

of Abeka’s academic excellence 

was initially a challenge. Gradually, 

our teachers began to realize the 

benefits of a well-designed Biblical 

curriculum. 

 Parents appreciated the spiritual 

foundation and structured learning 

environment we offered, but it 

wasn’t until 2002 that Abeka’s 

academic excellence was clearly 

demonstrated. That’s when our 

students took the nationwide 

Canadian Achievement Tests (CAT) 

for the first time. This independent 

agency provides testing services to 

more than 30,000 students across 

Canada. Students are tested in 

grammar, arithmetic, and reading. 

The results indicated that from 

Grade 1 on, our students were two 

grades more advanced than the 

Canadian national average!

Could a Christian school 

ever hope to have an 

impact on a hard-to-reach 

Canadian suburb? Principal 

John Yip explains how God 

has graciously helped their 

school do just that.

 While enrolled in the 

Pensacola Christian College 

(PCC) graduate program, I 

came across the writings of 

Hudson Taylor. His guiding 

principle was: God’s work 

done in God’s way will never 

lack God’s supply. That 

principle brought our family 

to Richmond Hill Christian 

Academy during the 2004-

2005 school year and still 

guides us today. Here’s how 

it all began.

JOHN YIP

RICHMOND HILL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

 making a 
DIFFERENCE



 God has blessed our school more 

than just academically. Until 2010, 

we were leasing our property from 

a developer. Real estate is expensive 

in Greater Toronto and available 

land is rare. School properties on 

the market are even scarcer. For a 

ministry like ours, it would take a 

miracle to find a school building, in 

a good location, at a price we could 

afford! 

 Our developer/landlord made 

multiple attempts to re-zone 

the property, knock down the 

school, and build townhouses. The 

Academy, in turn, made several 

offers to buy it, subject to financing. 

Unfortunately, the developer’s 

asking price was always too high. 

However, Jehovah-jireh was 

working behind the scenes. 

 The developer’s other projects 

faced challenges. So to consolidate 

their resources, the developer 

graciously proposed more 

affordable terms. The developer 

even offered a loan to make the 

sale possible. We thank God for the 

permanent home our school now 

occupies in Richmond Hill!

MOVING FORWARD 

Today, our school has about 350 

students across two campuses. 

We recently added high school 

classes. Our prayer is that the 

solid foundation our students 

have received will be fine-tuned 

and expanded through the high 

school years. We have already 

noticed that our students enjoy 

academic advantages over 

students enrolled in International 

Baccalaureate (IB) programs 

offered by local public high schools. 

The spiritual benefits, however, far 

outweigh all other virtues. 

 The founders have since retired. 

My wife, Grace, and I now share the 

responsibility of continuing God’s 

work at the Academy. Hudson 

Taylor’s guiding principle still 

influences all our decisions. We give 

God all the glory for the great work 

He has done and will continue to 

do through Richmond Hill Christian 

Academy.

1 RHCA 20th Anniversary Concert 
2 Senior Kindergarten C (K5) 
Graduation 3 Christmas Concert at 
Hillsview Campus 4 Bayview Campus
5 Grade 8 Graduation Ceremony 
6 Joelle Wong – Canada’s 
youngest coin design winner 
and RHCA 5B student

Photo by Royal Canadian Mint



The Value of 

KNOWING HOW 
STUDENTS LEARN 
By Benjamin Riley

A LOOK AT THE ISSUES

#1. TO SOLVE PROBLEMS, 
STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW FACTS. 

Cognitive scientists have developed 

a robust mental model that 

distinguishes between working 

memory (the limited system where 

we consciously process new 

information) and long-term memory 

(the storage system that holds the 

vast majority of our knowledge). 

By committing certain facts to 

long-term memory, students free up 

their working memory, which leaves 

them better suited to grapple with 

their complex problems. This is why 

it’s still important for our students 

to memorize multiplication tables— 

pulling out their smartphones in the 

middle of a complex math problem 

will slow their thought processes and 

often cause them to lose track of 

where they are. 

Editorial Note: Current theories of education consider age-old and 

time-tested theories of how we learn to be heretical. Benjamin Riley 

reports that the new field of cognitive science actually proves the 

so-called “heresies” to be right all along. The following selected 

excerpts from his article were first published in Kappan Magazine 2016. 

THE SCIENCE OF LEARNING Cognitive science—the empirical study 

of how the human mind works, including how knowledge is acquired, 

stored, and deployed—might be thought of as the science of learning. 

Deans for Impact, a nonprofit organization composed of leaders of 

teacher preparation programs throughout the U.S. (and where I serve 

as executive director), believes cognitive science is an important 

part of an evidence-based core knowledge that preservice teachers 

should possess. We believe that cognitive science holds promise for 

improving learning and promoting the professionalization of teaching. 

 With that in mind, we have published a six-page white paper 

entitled The Science of Learning, which summarizes existing research 

on how students learn and connects this research to practical 

implications for teaching. The Science of Learning is free and available 

on the Deans for Impact web site (http://deansforimpact.org/pdfs/

The_Science_of_Learning.pdf). 

 The Science of Learning is not intended to be a definitive, 

comprehensive overview of the field of cognitive science. Instead, the 

six questions were carefully selected for their general applicability 

to most education situations and for the robustness of the science 

underlying the answers to each of them. In this sense, the document 

serves as a short field guide to our best available scientific 

understanding of how learning happens. Other organizations such as 

the Institute for Education Sciences and the American Psychological 

Association have published documents of a similar nature that reflect 

many of the same scientific principles. 

 The Science of Learning contains a handful of heresies that 

run counter to some of the prevailing winds of today’s education 

enterprise. Here are four examples:

08  |  Abekamazing Christian School
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REFERENCES | American Psychological Association, Coalition for Psychology in Schools and 
Education. (2015). Top 20 principles from psychology preK-12 teaching and learning. Washington, 
DC: Author. | Pashler, H., Balin, P., Bottge, B., Graesser, A., Koedinger, K., McDaniel, M., & Metcalfe, 
J. (2007). Organizing instruction and study to improve student learning (NCER 2007 – 2004). 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center 
for Education Research.

Although The Science of Learning is primarily aimed at influencing 

teacher educators and others who prepare future teachers, our 

hope is that educators at any point in their career will find it useful. 

One hallmark of a true profession is that it coheres around a well-

understood and specialized body of knowledge that practitioners 

learn as part of their training. Cognitive science does not comprise the 

entirety of that body of knowledge, but it should at least be part of it. 
©2017 Kappan Magazine, V97 N7 KappanMagazine.org.

#2. TESTS CAN IMPROVE 
THEIR LEARNING. 

The pitched debate over whether 

schools and teachers should be 

evaluated based on high-stakes tests 

threatens to obscure an important 

fact: Tests are useful drivers of 

learning. This is so because they 

require students to focus on specific 

material they need to remember. 

Low-stakes quizzes and student self-

tests work well for this. 

#3. CONTENT SHOULD NOT BE 
KEPT FROM STUDENTS BECAUSE 
IT MIGHT BE DEVELOPMENTALLY 
INAPPROPRIATE. 

All teachers have seen students have 

good and bad days in class. This 

seemingly simple insight reflects a 

larger principle of cognitive science 

that is not yet widely accepted in our 

education system: We do not learn in 

discrete age-related stages dictated 

by biology. Instead, learning is 

variable and often happens in fits and 

starts. Thus, when presenting new 

material to students, teachers should 

focus on whether students possess 

the existing knowledge they will need 

to understand new content. This is 

one big advantage of using carefully 

sequenced curriculum. 

#4. STUDENTS DO NOT HAVE 
DIFFERENT LEARNING STYLES. 

The notion that students have 

preferred learning styles, i.e., that 

they are visual, audio, or kinesthetic 

learners, is pervasive in education. 

While the theory sounds plausible 

enough, scientists have studied 

it time and again, and the data 

overwhelmingly suggests that 

students do not learn more when 

presented with information in their 

preferred style. This doesn’t mean 

teachers shouldn’t vary the ways in 

which they present material—not 

doing so would be boring—but 

it strongly suggests instructional 

approaches based on learning styles 

are unlikely to yield much fruit. 

The data overwhelmingly suggests that 
students do not learn more when presented 
with information in their preferred style. 

We do NOT learn in 

discrete age-related 

stages dictated by 

biology. Instead, our 

learning is variable 

and often happens 

in fits and starts.



We all go into teaching because we 
love children. It excites us to see them 
learn. But classroom time isn’t all there 
is to our profession. There are grading, 
recordkeeping, planning, parental 
communication, and extracurricular 
activities such as coaching and 
club sponsorship. It’s almost like 
homework for teachers. So how can 
you stay ahead? Here are three time 
management keys that can help.

KEY # 
Redeem the Time
Everyone has the same number of minutes 

in the day. It’s how we use them that 

matters. Here are four easy ways to make 

the most of the time you have.

• Got a minute? Use a minute. Multiply the usefulness 

   of every moment. Pull out the items you’ll need for 

   tomorrow’s lesson. Answer an email. Start grading 

   that stack of quizzes. Even if all you have is five 

   minutes, use that time to the fullest. 

• Next-day prep. Don’t wait to prepare for tomorrow’s 

   lessons. Stay in the classroom after dismissal, and do 

   it instead of taking the work home. It’ll get done faster.

• This worked, that didn’t. Mark your expanded lesson 

   plans daily—noting what worked and what didn’t. 

   Otherwise you’ll forget the next time you have to 

   teach that lesson.

• Make yourself accountable. If you announce when 

   research papers, book reports, tests, and other 

   assignments will be graded and returned, you’ll keep 

   yourself on a grading schedule to meet the deadline.

You Mean There’s 
  

FOR TEACHERS?
HOMEWORK?



               WHAT ABOUT YOU? 

Do you have some habits or tricks that 

help you manage your time? Send your 

ideas to amazingschool@abeka.com with 

the subject line REDEEM THE TIME. We 

may share some on our Facebook page.

CONTENT 50 points

____Title

____Paragraph 1

____Paragraph 2

____Introduction at beginning 

 of composition and 

 transitional sentence or 

 phrase at beginning 

 of second paragraph

____Concluding statement

FORM/MECHANICS 25 points

____Margins, heading

____Penmanship

____Capital letters

____Punctuation

____Spelling

WRITING QUALITY 25 points

____Specific topic sentence

____Transitions

____Order

____Sentence variety

____Sentence sense 

          (no run-ons, run-together 

          sentences, fragments)
 

TOTAL POINTS ____________

RUBRIC
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KEY 
Know Your Limits
Parents appreciate teachers who have a 

welcoming attitude and make themselves 

available to talk. But limits and guidelines are 

essential. For example, invite parents to call 

you rather than you promising to call them regularly. 

 Principal Donna Bowman from Cramerton Christian 

School in North Carolina offers this common sense 

approach to parent phone calls.

 Give out your e-mail and phone number. But screen 

your calls. There’s no law that states you must answer 

every call when the phone rings. 

 Also, enter all your parents’ phone numbers in your 

cell phone contacts so that the incoming call will be 

identified. Take the call if it is convenient; otherwise, 

allow the caller to leave a message that you can return 

on your schedule. 

 Your outgoing message to parents should be, 

“During the school day, please call the school office 

and leave a message that you need to talk. I answer 

e-mails and messages at the end of the school day. 

Otherwise, call me any time!”

PRO TIP | Use Abeka lesson plans. 
They provide a structured approach to teaching, with plenty 
of freedom for your own creativity. They’re a real time saver.

KEY # 
One-Touch Grading
Have you ever forgotten to check for 

something and found yourself shuffling 

through all your students’ papers again to 

double check? If you’ll create a checklist 

or rubric (scoring guide) for specific grading tasks, 

you’ll have to touch each student’s work only once. 

Rubrics not only make you more accurate, they also 

tell the student why they received a particular mark 

when the rubric is returned with the assignment. 

Here’s a suggested checklist for Abeka’s 6th grade 

composition, including exactly what students have 

learned to that point.

#3

LANGUAGE ARTS 6 CURRICULUM 
Sixth Edition #157708 $42.00
For more information see abeka.com.

mailto:amazingschool%40abeka.com?subject=
http://abeka.com


Administrator 

Dr. Lee Atkinson 

from Plum Creek 

Christian Academy 

and Preschool in Dyer, 

Indiana, communicates 

with parents via the 

school newsletter. 

In this article, he 

explains his school’s 

balanced approach 

to technology.

DR. LEE ATKINSON
Computers, tablets, SMART 

Boards, and Internet. Technology  

has become so central to the 

cultural discussion of education 

that some perceive it as the 

core of education rather than a 

component. 

This constant focus on technology 

blocks a broader educational 

perspective and throws us off 

balance. Maintaining technological  

equilibrium requires careful 

consideration of three questions.

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF 
TECHNOLOGY? 

Is it a tool or a teacher? Is 

it a means of learning or an end? 

Issue 112  |  Abekamazing Christian School

IN THE BALANCE

Technology is a tool to help us 

learn and do our work better. But 

just as it would be inefficient to 

use a twelve-pound sledgehammer 

to mount a picture hanger, 

incorporating technology in some 

parts of education won’t do a 

better job. 

For example, a good teacher 

can thoroughly review factual  

information with an entire class, 

assessing progress through verbal 

and nonverbal cues in the same 

amount of time a computer station 

can help one or two students. 

Using computers for review in 

the classroom can be like using 

a big tool just because it looks 

impressive.  

AIMING FOR EXCELLENCE



Abekamazing  |  00

WHAT CAN WE EXPECT OF TECHNOLOGY? 

Will SMART Boards and iPads revolutionize 

schools and reverse the decades-old decline 

in American education? If history is any indication, the 

answer is, “no.” 

The last four centuries of education have already seen 

many technological changes. Newer, better tools have not 

necessarily produced better educated students. Quality 

education depends on more than whether students have 

slates or notebook paper, a blue-backed speller or a 

complete set of encyclopedias. Amazing developments 

are always limited in their impact because of the 

inescapably human element of teaching and learning. 

Education is both an art and a science. A skilled artist 

can create beauty that no machine can. Giving students 

access to information never, by itself, improves their 

reasoning skills. Nor does giving expensive equipment 

to a teacher with poor skills transform him into a life-

changing mentor.

WHAT EDUCATIONAL TIME 
SHOULD WE GIVE TO TECHNOLOGY? 

At school, we have fewer than six instructional 

hours per day. We must use them wisely by teaching 

the most important subject matter. We must not neglect 

to lay a solid foundation by adding too many good, but 

secondary, topics to the curriculum. 

Truly well-educated people quickly adapt to new 

environments and maximize the potential of new tools. 

(After all, most leaders in business, medicine, law, and 

industry today had very few computers in their early 

education.) However, if students never learn foundational 

concepts and skills, they will likely struggle as adults, 

even if heavily exposed to technology. For instance, 

someone can know how to build a web page without 

knowing how to write a complete sentence.

CONCLUSION

Giving too much classroom time to technology 

is like putting the cart before the horse. But if 

balanced, technology offers many benefits. Commit to 

maintain a strong emphasis on the basics, while providing 

a wide range of opportunities for your students.

What are those subtle lies that technology leads 

children to believe? Author Kathy Koch, PhD, 

identified five and suggests how we as teachers 

can overcome them.

Lie #1: I am the center of my own universe.

Such is the effect of social media, where 

kids anxiously watch their post to 

see how many likes they’ve garnered. 

Teachers must demonstrate that God is 

the center of the universe.

Lie #2: I deserve to be happy all the time.

Technology makes things easier. Teachers 

must resist the temptation to rescue 

students from all hardships. Model 

resilience so kids will learn to persevere.

Lie #3: I must have choices.

Your students expect choice. Let’s 

model better standards than happiness, 

especially when making important 

decisions.

Lie #4: I am my own authority.

With no clear standard of right and 

wrong in our culture, we must help 

students see that God’s authority is 

designed to protect us.

Lie #5: I don’t need teachers; I have information.

Our power comes in helping students 

understand the differences between 

information, knowledge, and wisdom 

and teaching them how to sift, sort, 

synthesize, and share information.

1
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organization: 
it’s in the bag(gie)

Mrs. Sonya Fanjoy helps students keep their 

number cards well organized by placing each 

child’s set in a snack size bag. When it’s time to 

clean up, she’s taught her students to put them 

away in descending order, starting with “9” and 

ending with “0” on top, ready for the next 

number session.

Skill Time is Quiet(er) Time

Playing with noisy blocks and other toys on wooden 

desks and tables can cause quite a racket. But early 

morning skill time is much quieter in Mrs. DeAnna Walker’s 

K5 class. She uses stiff felt pieces—pink for girls and blue 

for boys—as quiet mats to dampen the sound.

14  |  Abekamazing Christian School

Keep your classroom energized with these simple, 
creative solutions from veteran teachers.

CLASSROOM
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brownie points

Miss Melissa Lewis motivates her students with this 

brownie point system. When the pan she keeps at 

the front of her class gets full of felt brownies, she bakes 

a batch of real ones to bring to school!

special sound twist

Do you usually circle special sounds during your phonics 

lessons? Here’s how to do it with a twist. Mrs. Brooke Park 

cuts a section out of a flyswatter and asks her kids to 

place it over the special sound.

quick change artist

Mr. Cody Nagel puts up and takes down his bulletin 

boards in record time because he uses felt or burlap 

as the background. He creates a background less 

frequently and attaches felt letters without stapling.

            WHAT’S YOUR BIG IDEA?

If you have an idea that other teachers 

need to see, we want to hear about 

it. Send an explanation, along with 

a high resolution photo (>1.5Mb), to 

amazingschool@abeka.com, using the 

subject line: CREATIVE CLASSROOM.

Keep your classroom energized with these simple, 
creative solutions from veteran teachers.

Thanks for this 
winning idea, Dwight.
A $100 Visa® Gift Card 

is coming your way. 

parent appreciation idea

At Raleigh Christian in North Carolina, Principal Dwight Ausley 

came up with this “nutty” way to let parents know they’re appreciated. 

Photo by 
Dwight Ausley

mailto:amazingschool%40abeka.com?subject=
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A UNIQUE “OPEN DOOR” FOR 

OPEN DOOR CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

 It was a special day for the Open Door Christian 

Academy of Lisbon, Maine, but it might have 

never happened. When the Christian school began 

15 years ago, they lacked a gym of their own. 

Sports and other activities proved challenging. 

Still, they persisted and prayed. Eventually, the 

school secured a loan that made having their own 

gym possible.

 Fast forward a few years and the results of God’s 

faithfulness are still bearing fruit. The gym has 

been used to minister to the community through 

gospel-oriented open-gym nights. And recently, 

they hosted a rally for then-presidential candidate 

Donald Trump.

 Principal Tim Foster described this amazing 

experience. “Our students were not only able to see 

what happens behind the scenes, but they were 

also able to get VIP seats behind President Trump.” 

 Foster added that, before Mr. Trump spoke 

to the crowd, both the school principal and the 

church’s pastor had the opportunity to share the 

gospel with thousands of people who were in 

attendance and watching the event online. For 

Open Door Christian Academy, the day was more 

than just historic. It might have had an impact on 

eternity, too.
Photo by Tim Foster



WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN READING? 

Send recommendations or reviews of books that help you 

as a teacher or administrator to amazingschool@abeka.com 

with the subject line: BOOK RECOMMENDATION.

PURCHASE IT HERE
bit.do/BuildersSoftcover OR bit.do/BuildersHardcover 

Proceeds from sales go to Founders Scholarship Fund 
at Pensacola Christian College.

MAKE NEWS

How has God blessed your school? 

We would love to hear about it. 

Just send some details to 

amazingschool@abeka.com using 

the subject line: SCHOOL NEWS. 

 7

1 Open Door Christian Academy 
 students get a firsthand look at 
 building construction.
2 The school launched in 2002 without a gym.
3 Workers break ground for the new gym.
4 The new structure attached to the 
 original building.
5 By 2016, the completed gym was being
 put to good use.
6 Just weeks before the election, 
 Donald Trump made the gym a stop on 
 his campaign trail.
7 Michelle and Tim Foster holding 
 Mr. Trump’s autographed poster. 

Photo by Sarah Rice
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You’ll find all sorts of inspiration, 
encouragement, tips, and other information. 
Here’s just a sample of what you may have missed.

Connect with Abeka, and connect with your 
fellow schoolteachers, on our Facebook page.

Homeschool Facebook Post

Here’s a quick and creative way to get children to hold their pencil/pen 
correctly. Have them grasp the pencil with their thumb and pointer finger 
while holding a cotton ball with the remaining three fingers. Voilá! Perfect 
pencil holding.

DID YOU KNOW 
ABEKA WASsocial?

Facebook.com/AbekaChristianSchool
Homeschool Facebook Post

Here’s a quick and creative way to get children to hold their pencil/pen 
correctly. Have them grasp the pencil with their thumb and pointer finger 
while holding a cotton ball with the remaining three fingers. Voilá! Perfect 
pencil holding.

http://facebook.com/abekachristianschool
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ARE THERE GUIDELINES OR 
LIMITATIONS FOR HOW THE ABEKA 
ACADEMY SUPPLEMENTAL VIDEO 

            STREAMING CAN BE USED?

A streaming video subscription can 
be used for far more than just helping 

a student who needs some extra help. For 
example: Many schools use it as a virtual 
substitute so students don’t fall behind when 
the teacher has to be out. Others use it to 
train their teachers. There is no better way for 
teachers to learn how to teach a subject or 
grade or topic than from a master teacher.

We hope you take advantage of this 
great help. It is a winner for students, 
teachers, and administrators! Call 1-800-874-3596 or 

visit ABEKAACADEMY.ORG 

for more information.

WHAT CAN ABEKA PROVIDE FOR STUDENTS IN 

MY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL WHO NEED EXTRA HELP?

Here is some tremendous news. Your school can 

subscribe to 100 hours (at a time) of Abeka Academy 

Supplemental Video streaming for $30.00. For that 3 cents 

an hour, students can watch (and rewatch) master teachers 

from Pensacola Christian Academy teach the Abeka lesson 

plans! The subscription opens up all 170 lessons for all grades 

and all subjects.

            YOU WILL NEED

            • High-speed internet access 

            • 1Mbps download speed per connected session

            • Flash video-enabled device

http://abekaacademy.org
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Teaching is your calling. 
Helping you is ours.

For over 40 years, educators have trusted Abeka to provide practical tools for 
teachers and engaging materials for students, all built on a proven approach 
to learning. We know teaching is more than just a job. Discover what we offer 
to help you teach at Abeka.com. We make it easy so you can make it amazing
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